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SERMON FOR YOUTII 
SERMON VI. 


PROVERBS, Vili. 17.—‘ Those that seek me early shall find me.’ 


Having spoken in a former discourse, my young friends, 
of the manner in which you must seek Christ, { shall now 
set before you some reasons why you should seek him 
early. 

1. God commands it. Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth.” “Seek ye the Lord, while he 
may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.” But 
we know that God may be found, by persons at your age. 
We are assured that he is near to all who seek him early. 
This command then is especially binding on you. But 
will you allow the divine authority to have no weight with 
you? Will you regard the command of God as of no im- 
portance ? Consider, he who says, * Remember now thy 
Creator,” is the Being who made you; who has kept vou 
alive; who has fed and clothed you; who has given 
you kind parents and friends; who has healed you 
when you were sick; who has delivered you when you 
were in danger; who has often saved you from death; 
who has given his Son to die for you, and his Spin to 
sanctify you; whose mercy has followed you in one over- 
flowing stream all your days. Now how great is the duty 
which you owe to him, a _— the obligation which 
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you are under to obey him. Dare you break this obliga 
tion? Will you, dear youth, harden your hearts agains; 
your l:eavenly Father, and put his command behind you 
backs? But you are guilty of this every day that you re. 
fuse to seek the Saviour, and to be reconciled to God. In 
dcing this, you sin against the strongest obligation, against 
the dearest love, against the kindest expressions of mercy, 

2. The obstacles in the way of your seeking Christ now, 
are much fewer than they will be at a more advanced age, 
Your hearts are less hardened in sin; you are less in love 
with the world 5 you are moe easily inade to feel concern-| 
ing subjects of religion, than will be the fact ina few years} — 
iecome. The adversary of souls has less power over you,| — 
than he will have after you have yielded to his influence! — 
awhile longer; you are now better able than you will then| — 
be, to oppose his temptations. You have also much less| ~ 
to do with the cares of the world than you wil have in fu-| | 
ture life. Now others provide for yon. Your parents | ~ 
and guardians are engaged to supply your wants. Short:|— 
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ly you must have this care on your own hands. Shortly a 


your time and your thoughts must be employed with the |~ 
labors, the troubles, and the anxieties of the world. ‘Then 
you will not have the opportunity which you now have to 4 
think of God, of religion, and the life to come. Now you | — 
have time to read the Holy Scriptures, to meditate upon 
them and to pray. Nothing hinders you from visiting |” 
your closet every morning and every evening. But soon, 
if your lives be spared, you will be full of worldly cares, 
and will find it more difficult to attend upon these duties. [ 
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Soon, in excuse for your neglect of God and religion, you is 
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will plead that you have no time to spare. Be entreated 


bi 


then to seek the Saviour now, while you have no ground | 


ior this plea. 

3. God is ready to grant the assistance of his Spirit to 
those who seek him early. You must know that the in- © 
fluence of the Holy Ghost is absojutely necessary to all 
who would obtain a share in the divine favor. Your hearts 
are so hard, so averse to all which is good, that unless God 
work in you to will and to do, you will never think a good 


thought, nor perform a good action. But if he will ever © 
rause the Holy Ghost to operate upon your minds, you © 








t 
3 


aA be 0ltéCUD 


a> 


' 


era 


Tagen ote its 


aie fae 
e nea eves 


- 
ahh ten Mest 





Sete ial Se Fat 


at fe irr. 
heey Re iM 
pets 409 a ' 
me ee 


wee: 
ew. Sis 
ee ae wet a ay 
NP gS eae ORS ee Nape t 90 ark 
7 “ .7 


lect A | i 
PETER MOR Ae oe a a 
ame Ee, a ae 
ie ~t 


ee 


tea 
TE ist CEES 





Sermon for Youth. 363 


may expect him to do it while you are young. After you 
shall have grieved him by many years of obstinacy and sin, 


‘| > he may refuse to strive with you, may leave you entirely 
> to your own wicked inclinations. The Most High says, 


‘My Spirit shall not always strive with man.” But he is 
now ready to assist you,—for aught which appears, ready 
to do all which is needful on his part to the salvation of 


> your soul. He will not, however, act upon you as men 


act upon the trees of the forest, or the stones of the field. 
fe will ireat you asa rational being, as capable of choosing 
cood and refusing evil. If you would have him to strive 


- with you, you must at the same time strive yourselves, 


inust do all in your power to obtain good to your souls. 


- Ifyou will attend to your spiritual concerns with the same 


anxiety which you feel concerning earthly things, you 
may be assured that God will assist you, that he will do 
all for you which you need. But if you put off this work, 
if you continue to live in sin, you must expect that God 
will withhold from you his grace; that, when at some fu- 
lure period you may cry to him, you will not be heard. If 
you hope ever to enjoy those divine influences, without 
which you can do nothing, seek the Saviour now,—seek 
him while you are young. 

4. Another reason why you should seek the Saviour 
early, is, that you will need his presence and support 
through life. Nothing will be so good a guide, so safe a 
guard for you in all conditions as the religion of Jesus: 
nothing will yield you such satisfaction and joy, as the 
light of his countenance. Nothing will so effectually 
shield you against the fiery darts of the devil, as the fea 
and the love of him. Besides, you will greatly need his 
presence to support you. My young friend, know for a 
certainty, that you will not always have the peace and the 
comfort which you now enjoy, In a little time, disap- 
pointments and troubles will come upon you. You will 
have trials which you do not think of at present. Dou)t 
Jess you will be in situations where human friends can do 
you no good. You may see all earthly comforts taken 
from you in a moment. Oh! how will you then need 
that Friend who sticketh closer thana brother. Ilow will 
you need the presence of Christ to comfoit and suppor 
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you. How will you need evidence of his love to keep 
you from sinking. But if you would enjoy it in time of 
your distress, you must seek him now. If you neglect 
him till that time arrives, you have great reasgn to fear, 
that if you then cry to him, he will not hear your prayer. 
But if you will honor him by giving up your hearts to him 
without delay, you may be sure that when troubles come 
he will be near. Let it be impressed on your minds, that 
you cannot pass through this dangerous world, this world 
ef tempiation, and of sin, with comfort or with safety, 
unless you have the Lord Jesus Christ for your friend and 
your protector. You will need his presence, at all times 
and in all conditions. Unless you enjoy it, you will be 
without comfort, will be, in the highest degree, poor and 
miserable. 

5. You should seek the Saviour now in youth, because 
there is no evidence that you will enjoy any future oppor- 
tunity. My young friends, “ what is your life? It is even 
a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanish- 
eth away.” What security are your youth, your activity, 
and your healih against death? How many of your ac- 
quaintances, once as young and as likely to live long in the 
world as yourselves, have gone down to the grave. Every 
child, who reads these pages, may go to the burying place, 
and find there the graves of those who were younger than 
himself. Tell me then, where is the evidence, that you 
are to live long in the world? What assurance can be 
given, that if you do not seek Christ now, you will have 
any future opportunity ? While you are putting off the 
great concerns of your souls, are saying you will attend to 
them next year, or when you shall be old, death may 
come ; may cut off all your hopes; may put it forever out 
of your power to fuifil your intentions. Many youths 
have resolved, that when they should see themselves about 
to die, they would seek in earnest to make their peace 
with God. But [ beseech you be not so venturesome. 
The interest which you have at stake is too great to risk 
in this manner. As it has been with many others, so you 
may be called to die without warning, The God, whom 
you now sin against, may in a moment stop your breath 5 
may take you outof the world without a moment for re- 
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flection ; without even time for that short prayer, “ God 
be merciful to mea sinner.” But Ob !- can you think oi 
dying without repentance, without faith in Christ, without 
being at all prepared for death ? If you have never sought 
Christ nor found him, how dreadful to you must be the 
prospect of going into the presence of God to be judged. 

He will ask of you a reason for all the smful thoughts 

and words, and actions of your whole lives. Bat alas! 
you will have no reason to give. He will then inquire if 
there is any reason why you should not be sent to the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, and confined 
there forever: and your mouth willbe stopped. You will 
then be driven away from the God who made you; from 
the Saviour who died for you; from all good and happy 
veings, and be shut up in the prison of hell. All this will 
certainly happen to you, if you cie without an interest in 
Clyist. But you are liable to die every day and every 
hour, Then now is not only the best time for you to seek 
Christ; the time when God commands you to seek him; 
ihe time when you are most likely to find him ; but we may 
well fear it is the only time which you will ever have. Oh 
then seek him now. Wait no longer: and God has said 
you shall find bim. 

As the means of their eternal salvation, I would espe- 
cially exhert my youthiul readers to give constant atten- 
tion to serious and divine things. Employ your leisure 
time in reading pious and good books. Read your Bi- 
bles. Leave the follies, and fashions, and amusements of 
the world to others. If they forget that they have pre- 
cious souls to attend to, see to it that you do not forget it. 
Make the care of your souls your great concern. Use ev- 
ery method to learn something which may do them good. 
If you lose them you will be undone forever. All of you, 
who are ata proper age, and have opportunity, should at- 
tend Sabbath schools. They have been set up by pious 
and good men, men who love you, and long to make you 
good and happy. [f you attend them faithfully, with sin- 
cere wishes to learn, they will certainly do you good. In 
them you may get that which will keep you from sin, 
fiem every wicked and desiructive thing, and which we 


hope God will make the means of filting you for heaven. 
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you. How will you need evidence of his love to keep 
you from sinking. But if you would enjoy it in time of 
your distress, you must seek him now. If you neglect 
him till that time arrives, you have great reason to fear, 
that if you then cry 19 him, he will not hear your prayer. 
But if you will honor him by giving up your hearts to him 
without delay, you may be sure that when troubles come 
he will be near. Let it be impressed on your minds, that 
you cannot pass through this dangerous world, this world 
ef tempiation, and of sin, with comfort or with safety, 
unless you have the Lord Jesus Christ for your friend and 
your protector. You will need his presence, at all ti:nes 
and in all conditions. Unless you enjoy it, you will be 
without comfort, will be, in the highest degree, poor and 
miserable. 

5. You should seek the Saviour now in youth, because 
there is no evidence that you will enjoy any future oppor- 
tunity. My young friends, “ what is your life? It is even 
a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanish- 
eth away.” What security are your youth, your activity, 
and your healih against death? How many of your ac- 
quaintances, once as young and as likely to live long in the 
world as yourselves, have gone down to the grave. Every 
child, who reads these pages, may go to the burying place, 
and find there the graves of those who were younger than 
himself. Tell me then, where is the evidence, that you 
are to live long in the world? What assurance can be 
given, that if you do not seek Christ now, you wili have 
any future opportunity ? While you are putting off the 
great concerns of your souls, are saying you will attend to 
them next year, or when you shall be old, death may 
come ; may cut off all your hopes; may put it forever out 
of your power to fuifil your intentions. Many youths 
have resolved, that when they should see themselves about 
to die, they would seek in earnest to make their peace 
with God. But [ beseech you be not so venturesome. 
The interest which you have at stake is too great to risk 
in this manner. As it has been with many others, so you 
may be called to die without warning. The God, whom 
you now sin against, may in a moment stop your breath ; 
may take you outof the world without a moment for re- 
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flection; wiihout even time for that short prayer, “ God 
be merciful to mea sinner.” But Ob !- can you think of 
dying without repentance, without faith in Christ, without 
being at all prepared for death ? If you have never sought 
Christ nor found him, how dreadful to you must be the 
prospect of going into the presence of God to be judged. 
He will ask of you a reason for all the smful thoughts 
and words, and actions of your whole lives. Bat alas! 
you will have no reason to give. He will then inquire if 
there is any reason why you should not be sent to the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone, and confined 
there forever: and your mouth willbe stopped. You will 
then be driven away from the God who made you; from 
the Saviour who died for you; from all good and happy 
beings, and be shut up in the prison of hell. All this will 
certainly liappen to you, if you cie without an interest in 
Christ. But you are liable to die every day and every 
hour. Ther now is not only the best time for you to seek 
Christ; the time when God commands you to seek him; 
ihe time when you are most Itkely to find him ; but we may 
well fear it is the only time which you will ever have. Oh 
then seek him now. Wait no longer: and God has said 
you shall find him. 

As the means of their eternal salvation, I would espe- 
cially exhert my youthful readers to give constant atten- 
tion to serious and divine things. Employ your leisure 
time in reading pious and good books. Read your Bi- 
bles. Leave the follies, and fashions, and amusements of 
the world to others. If they forget that they have pre- 
cious souls to attend to, see to it that you do not forget it. 
Make the care of your souls your great concern. Use ev- 
ery method to learn something which may do them good. 
If you lose them you will be undone forever. All of you, 
who are ata proper age, and have opportunity, should at- 
tend Sabbath schools. They have been set up by pious 
and good men, men who love you, and long to make you 
good and happy. I[f you attend them faithfully, with sin- 
cere wishes to learn, they will certainly do you good. In 
them you may get that which will keep you from sin, 


fiom every wicked and destructive thing, and which we 


hope God will make the means of fitting you for heaven. 
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As these reflections may meet the eye of some parents, 
or guardians, or instructors of children, it is not improper 
to conclude with a word to them. My friends, you should 


feel the weight and importance of the subject here brought 


into view. You ought to do more than you have hitherto 
done for the religious instruction of the rising generation. 
You ought to be more careful as to the examples which 
you set before them. You ought to pray more earnestly, 
“That our sons may be as plants grown up in their yout th: 
that our daughters may be as corner stones, polished alter 
the similitude of a palace.” 


eee 


OBITUARY OF CHARLES PETIT, 


A BOY WHO LATELY DIED AT THE ORPHAN ASYLUMy 1) 
NEW YORK. 


Charles Petit was admitted into the Orphan Asylum 
on the 7th of November, 1815, He was then four years 
of age. He continued in good health, and exemplary in 
his conduct, till about three weeks before his death, when 
he took the measles, and afterwards the whooping cough, 
which confined himte his bed. During this time I visited 
him very often. The first time I asked him how he did, 
he answered, “ | am very sick.” Isaid I was very sorry, 
and asked him what was the cause of his being sick He 
replied, “ It was sin that brought sickness and death into 
the world.” Ithen asked him if he thought himself a 
sinner, and dying. He answered, “ Yes.”—I said, 
“ Charles, are you prepared to die 7 He answered, with 
a smile on his countenance, “ Yes ”—I said, “ since you 
are a sinner, how can you expect to be prepared to die, 


and go to Heaven?” He answered, “ For the sake of 


Jesus Christ God will pardon my sins and take me to 
heaven. I want vou to pray for me.”—“ What shall I 
ask the Lord to do fer you ??— I want God to make me 
a good boy, and take me to heaven when I die.”—On 
Monday my daughter Joanna aitended him She asked 
pim tif he thought himself dying, and if he was willing to 
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die. He answered, “ Yes” and begged her to advise 
John, his brother, to be a good boy, and not to teil lies nor 
steal; for he had heard that he had stolen a turnip, and 
he was afraid that God was angry with him, and would 
not take him to heaven when he would die. My wife 
conversed a great deal with him, and observed him often 
praying in a low voice. On Tuesday he sent for me to 
pray withhim. Tasked him, as before, if he still though 
himself dying. He answered, « Yes,” Lasked if he had 
any thing to say to any one. He said, ‘¢]T want you to ad- 
ise John, and all the boys and girls ,to be good, that they 
may go to heaven when they die. 2?” He became so horise 
that he could hardly speak. We sent for the physician, 
who put him into a warm bath, and bled him, and applied 
a blister to his breast, which relieved him considerably. 
When the doctor was gone, he begged my wife to send 
for me to prav with him. After prayer sie asked him 
how he felt He said, “ Better; I heard my Teache: 
pray for me, and I was glad; for I love to hear people 
pray.” She asked him if he prayed for himself. Hc 
said, * Yes; and I try tosing a little. think I shall no 
die to night yet, I feel so much better.” He wished his bro- 
ther to come to him that he might hear him say his 
prayers, and that he might pray with him. If told him 
John was gone to bed, but promised to send him to bim 
in the morning. On Wednesday morning he was much 
the same. Joln came and said his prayers, and Charles 
prayed also, and said he felt better. He asked Joanna 
to join with him in singing the Christian’s dying soug. 


Mine eyes are now closing to rest, 
My spirit must soon be remov’d, 
And mould’ring, lie buried in dust, 
No more to be | envi'd or loy’d. 


He said, “ I shall soon sing in Heaven.” 

Mrs. B , (one of the Trustees,) spent the day with 
him, and expressed great satisfaction at the interview, 
being delighted with the simplicity and power of his faith, 
and the sprit of prayer with which he breathed his desires 
16 God. Another physician atiened at Mrs, B’s request. 
When they had left their orders, she said, “ my dear 
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Charles, you must be a good boy, and take your medi- 
cines, and ask the blessing x of God upon them: perhaps 
the Lord will raise you up again” He seemed no way 
concerned about getting better; but afier a pause, said, 
¢* Mrs. B., don’t you think when I am gone God wiil take 
care of John, and bring him up to Heaven too by and 
by. ?’’—He told the children that he would give them al! 
his play things if they would not make a noise when he 
was dying. In the evening I again asked him if he 
thought himself prepared to die. He replied, “ Yes.” 
I said. “ How can you expect that such a holy and just 
being as God is, will take such a guilty sinner as you are 
to heaven?” He said, “ Jesus Christ died for sinners.”’ 
* But do you suppose that Jesus will thiuk of a poor sin- 
ner like vou, weak and lowr” He said, “ I pray to Gad, 
and he has made me willing to die, "and he wall take 
me to Heaven.” I said, “ Well, Charles, I am glad that 
you are prepared to die, and go to Heaven, but don’t 
you wish others to go ‘also P”’__fle answered, “ I want 
John to go, and my ‘Teachers, and all the boys and girls 
to go.” “ Do you wish any more to gor”’—* [ wish 
every body to go.”—“ I want you to pray for me.”—“ I 
will, Charles, when the children have tinished their sup- 
per.”—Soon aft er, he begged my wife to call Christopher, 
(the assistant ‘Teacher,) and ine, to come and sing and 
pray with him. On Thursday he was much weaker in 
body, but strong in faith, begged us to pray with him, 
and when his complaints would admit, continued praying 
for himself. Joanna and lie sang the following limes : 


Now for the eye of faith divine, 

To pierce beyond the grave ; 

To see that friend, and call him mine, 
Whose arm is strong to save. 


Lord [ commit my soul to thee ; 
Accept the sacred trust : 

Receive this nobler part of nie, 
And watch my sleeping dust. 


He was very restless throughout the day, but conversed 
frequenily with his brother, and those who attended him, 
and had no doubts on his mind. He several times ex- 
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pressed a wish that Mrs. B. would come and read to him, 
and said, I love to hear Mrs. B. read, she reads so pretty. 
My wife asked him if he loved Mrs. B. He said, “ Yes, 
Ido, and I love my Teachers, and all the good boys and 
oir!s.”? 

In the evening he sent for Christopher and me to pray 
with him, and to sing the hymn beginning with the fol- 
lowing verse :— 


How condescending and how kind, 
Was God’s eternal Son: 

Our mis’ry reach‘d his heavenly mind; 
And pity brought him down. 


About eleven o’clock I asked him if he thought himseli 
near his end. He said he did. “ Yes, Charles,” said I, 
* you will soon get quit of your bad cough, and your 
other complaints: you wiil soon be happy in Heaven, 
singing the song of Moses and the Lamb.” He became - 
gradualiy weaker, but still continued praying. The last 
words that he uttered was the prayer of Holy Stephen, 
© Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ;” an? in the arms of that 
blessed Jesus, who suffered avd died for lim, he tel! 
asleep on Friday morning, the 27th of November, 1818, 
at six o’clock, aged seven years. 


The preceding narrative is replete with instruction to 
parents who regard the spwitual and eternal welfare of 
their children. The Superintende::t and his wife hear 
the children repeat poriions of Scripture on Sabbath 
evenings, from memory, accompanied by some proof that 
they have attended to the meaning of ihem. 

This mode of instruction was blest to this dear child on 
the approach of death. And shall parents be more un- 
faithful to their own children, than the Superintendents 
of the Orphan Asylum to strangers committed to their 
charge? In every family, the boly word of God ouglit 
to be carefully laid up in the minds of youth, as seed to 
wait for the refreshing rain of heavenly grace, to bring 
forth fruit in its season (Genesis, xviii. 19.) Let parents 
who read this obituary, be excited to such a course of 
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regular Bibie instruction, and then Charles Petit wii: 
not have lived in vain —“ Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings Tuou hast perfected praise.” 





“1 CAN DO WITHOUT IT.” 


(Concluded from page 351 ) 


Soon after this, her mother had occasion to go to the 
stationer’s to make some purchases. ‘This shop displayed 
a great variety of articles of different sorts and uses, from 
toys to telescopes. Afier looking about her here for 
some time, Ruth said to her mother, “ Iam very glad 
I did not buy a beaver hat, how much better it would be 
to have something that would last/ see, are not these 
pretty ?” added she, pointing to some small plated ink- 
stands, * and they are only fiiteen shillings 1 find.’ Her 
mother smiled. “ Ah, you are thinking of my writing 
desk: very true; I can certainly do without it,” continued 
Ruth; and with this consideration she got safely out of 
the shop. 

Her mother had now finished her business in the town, 
and as they were returning to the inn, a pastry-cook’s 
window reminded Ruth that she was hungry. “ Mamma,” 
said she, “ are not you hungry? I am very, had we: not 
better go in and have a bun or something?” 

* Did not you bring some biscuits in your basket ?” 
said her mother. “ O yes, sol did,” said Ruth, “ and 
here they are, so we can do without it.” 

When they reached the inn, the chaise not being quite 
ready, Ruth’s mother drew out her pencil and wrote 
something on the back of one of her bills; which she then 
handed to Ruth, saying, “ see, my dear, if I have cast this 
up right.” Ruth tock the paper, and read the following 
account. £ Ss. 
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Ruth smiled, and said, “ yes, mamma, it is quite right ; 
and if it had not been for you I should have been quite 
wrong.” “ Nay, Ruth,” replied her mother, “I must 
give you some credit this morning for having yielded so 
easily to my suggestions: prudence does not consist in 
not being tempted, but in not yielding to temptations. 
Yes, you have saved at ‘east 2/. ls. 10d. this morning by 
the timely use of those few simple words; and I think 
they would form an excellent motto for you, now that you 
are entrusted with the disposal of money.” Yes,” said 
Ruth, quite delighted, “ I can do without it; this shali 
be my motto, and I will write it on the lid of my money 
box; it is an excellent motto, mamma, is il not ?” 

When Ruth retsrned home, she was pleased to think 
aot only that she had saved her money, but that not one 
of the articles she bad wished for was really wanted: 
she was rejoiced that to the mere pleasure of novelty, 


which would not have lasted more than a few hours, she | 


had not sacrificed a sum that would by and by purchase 
ihings that she would reaily want, and that she could noé 
do without. Unnecessary expenses generally rob either 
ourselves or others: we either deprive ourselves of some- 
thing essential to our comfort, or defraud the poor and 
destitute of their just claims. Economy and liberality ge 
hand in hand | 

Ruth found, during many future years, that the motto 
thus early adopted, was of excellent use as a check upon 
her expenditure: indeed it led her to form habits of self- 
denial which were of essential importance to her during 
life. She was always dressed with a graceful simplicity, 
far more pleasing to persons of good sense and real taste 
than the studied style which is so prevalent : aud thus, by 
purchasing only such things as she could not with comfort 
and propriety do without, she had always a little overplus 
with which to relieve her poor neighbours, and for other 
nseful purposes. ‘ Ah,” said she, to her mother, one 
day, as she was making up a flanne) gown for an old 
neighbour who was “ sadly bad of the rheumatics,” “ poor 
Betty Brown would have been obliged to do without this, 
if k had not sometimes recollected I can do without it.” 

There is no danger of economy degenerating into covet- 
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ousness, when what is saved from our needless gratifica- 
tion is devoted to the real wants of others. 

“ If I had not remembered my motto,” thought she, on 
another occasion, “ when the man called yesterday with 
his box of lace, I should not haye had three and sixpence [ 
to spend for this Bible to give away to day: and oh, how 
much beiter I can do without a piece of lace to my | frock, 
than any body can do without a Bib/e /” 

How many a superfluous article of dress, how many a 
irifle that wearies or disgusts almost as soon as possessed, 
—how many a needless dainty to please the palate which 
does but pall upon the taste, and take off the edge of ap- 
petite, would be dispensed with, and how many more of — 
the starving and destitute might be relieved, if persons [_ 
would but recollect, and recollect in zime Ruth’s excellent 
motto, —** { can do without it.” 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 
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DEAR SIR, 

The following letter was written to several young persons. [i F 
you think it may be serviceable to the youths, who enjoy ? the privilege — 
of reading the Guardian, you have it at your disposal. 


Ss , March 28, 1819. 
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My DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, 
I have jong had it on my mind to address you on a § 
subject, of much higher importance in itself, and of much F 
; more consequence to you, as individuals, than a relation 
of the most noted occurrences, which take place in the 
things of this world. Though these may be interesting 
to the feclings, and gratifying to the imagivation, still there 
1s a subject far more inieresting, and more highly concerns 
each of you. Because, the subjeci relates to your present 
duty a to your future and everlasting happiness. You, § 
probably, would prefer that I should have chosen some & 
other subject, on which to address you. But a regard for 
your best interest is my apology, for naming to you the} 
unwelcome subject of religion, unwelcome to those whose | 
minds are wholly occupied with the pleasures and vanities | 
of this world. j 
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Although you are young, yet, when you reflect on the 
subject, you know (hat, like others, you are born to die. 
Death is the king of terrors to most people, and especially 
so to the young. Wher you seriously think of it, 2a you 
probably do at times, you feel as though you would have 
no enjoyment through fear of death, and almost wish you 
had never been boru. But death, however much pain, 
the thoughts of it may produce in your minds, is the 
greatest blessing which the Christian can experience. 
Because, it removes him from all sorrow, pain, and sin, 
to a state of perfect, uninterrupted, and eternal enjoyment 
ig the kingdom of heaven. 

Thought you are young, yet you are sinners. You are 
wholly sinful, and possess none ‘of that goodness which is 
acceptabie in the sight of God. If you doubt this asser- 
tion, read the third chapter of Romans. This will show 


you, that you, and ail others, are wholly sinful. And 


what do sinners deserve ? ‘They deserve the wrath of God, 

and those who die in theiv sins will perish for ever. 

Should vou ask, how they, who are wholly sinful, can be- 
come Christians, and finally be saved ; the answer is, they 
must be born again; or their hearts renewed by the Holy 
Spirit. ‘To convince yourselves of this, read the third 
chapter of John, the former part. There you will see, it 
is the work of the Spirit to renew the heart. Though the 
renewing of the heart is the work of the Spirit, and you 
cannot do this work yourselves, still it is your duty to re- 
pent of your sins, and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
These you can do, if you have a disposition, And, un- 
less you repent, and believe, you cannot be saved. To 
see the truth of this remark, read the first five verses of 
the 13th of Luke, and Mark, xvi. 16. These show you, 
that if you repent, and believe, you wil! be saved ; if you 
do not, you roust be damued. This Jesus Cheist Says, 
who will be your final Judge. Aud you cannot escape 
from him. 

Let me now ask you, if you have ever repented of your 
sins ? [I fear you have not. You may say, vou are sorry 
that you have sinned. No dosbt, when vou reflect on 
the subject, you are sorry that you have done those ti: 
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should you be sorry for your sins, if you knew you should 
not be punished ? Those who are true penitents, hate sin 
itself, and lament that they have done those things which 
are displeasing to God. If you would be saved, you must 
hate sin, and love holiness; or love God, which is the 
same thing. Lf you love God, you will repent of your 
sius, and believe on Jesus Christ, and accordingly you will 
finally be saved. 

Having given you this little instruction on the subject, 
let me urge you to become Christians. Do not think, that 
if you should become Christians, you would have less 
happiness in this life. I know people think so, and espe- 
cially the young. But itis not the case. ‘The Christian 
has much more happiness in this life than the sénner. 
Suppose you, in a few weeks, should be called to leave 
the world, would you not then wish you were Christians ? 
When you could no longer have happiness in this world, 
what would you give to be sure of happiness in heaven? 
It is very possible you may be called to leave this world 
in a very short time; and if you should then have no in- 
terest in the merits of Christ, you must be for ever 
miserable. Can you dwell with devouring fire, can you 
endure everlasting burnings? 

Should you become Christians, you would enjoy more 
happiness in this world. It would not be in the enjoy- 
ment of the same things. But your happiness would be 
greater ; and, in the enjoyment of thirgs, which are far 
more worthy your attention than the things on which you 
now place your affections. If you look for happiess ir 
the things of this world, which you no doubt do, you will 
certainly be disappointed. It is not found this side the 
grave. Though you may enjoy many pleasures, have a 
numerous circle of friends and connections, and rapidly 
increase both in riches and honour, they will all seon take 
wings and fly away, and leave you miserable and wretch: 
ed forever, unless you are the followers of Christ. 

What good could all the friends and the riches of Capt. 
P do him, when on his bed of death? And what good 
can the same do his children, or grand children, or any 
others, when im the same situation? In that situation, re- 
ligion would be worth millions ef worlds. Seeure, there: 
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fore, an interest in the Saviour, that when you die, you 
may be entitled to durable riches in heaven, and to that 
crown of glory which fadeth not away. 

if you shouid become Christians, it would increase the 
happiness of all holy beings. ‘There would be joy in 
heaven among saints and angels; and all your Christian 
friends would ‘be more happy in this life, more joyful in 
death, and more blessed forever. 

Would you nc* gladly increase the happiness of those 
who love you; when, by so doing, your own best interest 
would be secured? How often have your Christian friends 
been anxicus for your salvation; and especially, how 
many times have your parents been pained at the heart, 
lest you Shou'd continue in your sins, and perish? How 
frequeatly have they prayed, earnestly prayed, that your 
sins might be pardoned, and your souls saved? 'T heir 
anxiety, and their prayers for you, will not cease, so long 
as they are capable of these exercises, and you are within 
the reach of mercy. If this be the case, would it not 
greatly rejoice their hearts, to s@e you become the humble 
foliowers of Christ? They are nol the onlv friends of 


yours, who would rejoice at such anevent. While others. 


are anxious, and pray fer you, will you not humble your- 
selves before God, repeut, and pray, tha! your sins may 
ve pardoned, and your souls saved ? 

By becoming Christians you will be more respected, 
more useful, and more happy in life; more comfortable i ia 
death, and more blessed for ever. Without religion, you 
must be unhappy in life, wretched in death, and miserable 
through all eternity ! Shut out of heaven, and thrust down 
to hell! Oh, escape the wrath to come! Flee to Jesus 
Christ, who will gractously recsive all who repent and 
come to him. His language to you is, “ turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways, for why will you die?” 6 ‘Him, 
that cometh unto me, Iwill in no wise cast off.” Will 
you reject the Saviour, who thus pleads with you? 

Do you think the devils, and damned spirits in hell, 
who dwell in everlasting burnings, and endure the wrath 
of. God, are miserate? Then flee their doom. It 
is not too late. Do you think that Jesus Christ, the holy 
angels, and saints in heaven, are happy? Seek, then, re- 
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ligion; obtain an interest in the Saviour, and thus secure 
a title to the happiness they enjoy, and become heirs to 
the same blessed inheritance. ‘To do this, become ac. 
guainted with your Bible, with your own hearts, and with 
the way tothe throne of grace. God will hear and answer 
your prayers, if you go to him in the name of Jesus Chris!. 
His promise is, « they who seek him early shall find him.” 

Will you not seek him in the days of youth? Commence 
the service of the Lord without delay. If you make delay, 
the opportunity may ke lost, and you perish forever. Ob; 
ihe awful import of the words, perish forever / Must this 
be your portion, O ye youths rf 

1 have often seen the time, when I wanted to converse 
with yeu on the subject of religion, Lhave too much neg- 
lected it; and fear fam not the only o one who is guilty of 
the same neglect of duty towards you. In future, may 
they be more faithful; and may their faithfulness be fol- 
lowed with the blessing of your everlasting salvation. I 
hope to discharge part of my duty towards you by this 
ioug letter. I wish it were better. Such as it is, may it 
be a means of good to each, and all of you. May you re- 
ceive everlasting benefit. 

t liave written so much, I fear you wil! hardly have pa- 
tience to read it. Each of you will please to consider it 
addressed to you as an individual. When you shal! have 
read this, so as to understand it, remember to pray that 
it may do you good, and you be directed in the way of 
righteousness. Pray fer your parents also, for your 
brothers and sisters; and pray for the salvation of sinuers 
threughout the world. Beso good as to remember to pray 
forme. When you have a heart to pray for others, you 
will be joyful and happy yourselves. 

Will you, my young friends, receive this long letter as 
a token of my affection for you, and my earnest regard 
for your spiritual and e verlasting welfare. May you ali 
be virtuous, useful, and happy in life; be comforted, and 
supported in the hour of death, and blessed forever in the 
kingdom of glory. Forget not, that you may obtain a 
crown of immortal glory. 

That this may be your happy portion, is the earnest 
prayer ef your affectionate and faithful friend. G. 
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Windham, Vt. Sept. 23, 18t9. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 


Sin,—Having taken considerable interest in Sabbath Schools, I 
was much gr atified with the exhibition of the following Dialocue, and 
consider it as fruit of that very excellent Institution. It is the pro- 
duction of a youth only 17, who-has enjoyed but verv seanty means 
of mental improvement. She isthe eldest daughter of a nuimerons 
family in low circumstances, who reside in Walden, Caiadonia County, 
Vt. “Fhis dialogue was spoken ina very natural and energetic man- 
ner by the Author and two other young Misses, on the Siage af the 
Sabbath School Exhibition in Hardwick, July, Isly, which greatly 
delighted a very numerous and respectable audience. 


DIALOGUE, 
ON THE SUBJECT QF CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS. 


Evizabeth. Good morning, my dear Martha. It being 
extremely pleasant, I thought I would call and see if you 
would favour me with your company in a walk. 

: Martha. Yam glad you called, for I was preparing to 
vo out, and am never more happy than in your So- 
ciety. 

E. What situation can be more pleasing to an ob- 
serving mind, than that which presents to our view such 
a beautiful landscape. Buta short time since all nature 
seemed pensive and melancholy; the wind nrurmured 
through the leafless trees, and not one plant seemed left 
to cheer the desolated earth. But now we cannot turn 
gur eyes in any direction, but they are ravished with 
some new object of inexpressible beauty. The trees are 
clothed with the richest verdure; the earth is covered 
with a carpet of beautiful green, embroidered with thou- 
sands of flowers of the mest exquisite beauty, whose tints 
nought but nature’s self could have dyed, and whose 
fragvance nought but the universal Creator could have 
implanted. But I will now drop the subject, and ask you 
whether you attead the Sabbath School? 

i, Yes, f£do. And I wish to ask your opinion on 
the subject of contributing* for the support of schools to 


* The Sabbath Schools in that vicinity contribute for Missionary 
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purposes. 
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educate heathen children, and dispensing the Gospel to | 
the heathen in foreign countries? | 
E. I think it is an excellent thing, if we are not too 
much carried away with it, and imagine we have done | 
our duty when we have contributed for the relief of chil- | 
dren in foreign lands, not considering how many parents “7 


and children in our own country are as proper objects of | 


our charity. 


M. There may be some who need our assistance as to 
their temporal wants; but the soul that never dies, surely 
demands our most solicitous attention. 

E. It most ceréainly does; and for that very reason I 
think we ought to consider in what way our charity may 
be administered, so as to be productive of the most good. 
The same property would, perhaps, be productive of twice 
the good, where it is needed in this country; as it would 
cost considerable to convey it to a foreign country; and 
they labour under many more disadvantages. And cer- 
tainly a soul is as precious here as elsewhere. I think 
what we have to bestow ought to be expended where it 
is likely to contribute to the enlightening of benighted 
souls. : 

M. Yes; but we have the joyful news of the Gospet 
sounding in ovr ears. We have many exerting them- 
selves for our spiritual welfare. Many warnjng us of 
danger, and exhorting us to flee from the wrath come, 
before it be forever too late, and to lay hold of the hope 
of eternal life. We have the Holy Bible for our companion 
and unerring guide. While, on the other hand, those 
poor heathen never heard of a Saviour. The sweet 
sound of the Gospel never saluted their ears. Their blind 
eyes were never greeted with the wonderful light of the 
truths contained in the sacred Scriptures; but they are 
bowing down to dumb idols, and acknowledging them to 
be their Gods. 

E. Their situation is truly deplorable, and nothing 
but a heart of the most inflexible adamant, but would 
melt with pity for them. Nothing but a heart entirely 
void of sensibility, and lost to every feeling of gratitude 
for favours reeeived, but would adore the hand that has 
placed us on this favoured spot. But have we not reason 
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to fear that although we are so peculiarly favoured, there 
are amongst us those who are very little more enlighten- 
ed than the poor heathen you were speaking of. And 
if there are such, should we not be more answerable for 
not assisting them, than for those for whom we shou!d 
have to encounter greater difficulties with less appearance 
of success ? 

M. Oz, yes, if there are such, they certainly claim our 
first attention. But I cannot think that, in this country, 
such can be found. But I see you are averse to have any 
thing done for the relief of any out of our own country. 

E. Averse? No, very far from it. {f hope our benevo- 
lence will extend farther than the narrow sphere of our 
own acquaintance. Think not, that by helping the poor 
of our own country, I wish not to help those of another. 
I only desire, that whatever is contributed for the relief of 
perishing mortals, may be put to that use which is likely 


to do the most good; the use which will turn most from 


the error of their ways, and which wil! best promote the 
glory of God. 
(To be continued. * 


ADVICE TO YOUTH. 
(Concluded from page 339.) 


God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Sov 
that whosoever believed in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. From this passage of inspiration it is very 
evident that all believers in Christ shall have everlastmg 
life: and it is as evident that all unbelievers shall perish. 
It is also wrtten, He that believeth shall be saved, but he that 
believeth not shall be damned. It is therefore, precious 
youths, of infinite consequence that you believe in Christ. 
If you do not, you will lose eternal life, and must suffer 
unutterable wo, for ever. Think, of the boundless love of 
God in giving his only begotten Son to die for the world ; 
to die for your precious souls, and Jet the thought thereof, 
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put you upon seeking that which will secure to you the 






favor and enjoyinent of his Son Jesus Christ. Permit me @ 


4. To advise you to read the Bible much. ‘This book | 


was given by inspiration, and contains whatis of the high-| 


est importance for man to know. Jt makes known the 
true character of God, and his dispensations of mercy. to 


the world. From it we learn what we are, and what we 


must be, to be saved. In it you will find the best advice 


that can be givenyou. And it is the advice of your Crea- | 
tor and Benefactor. Into this volume, you are to look f 
that you may find the path to heaven: for it Is a mapf 


pointing out to wandering sinners the direct way to the 
celestial Canaan, to the Zion above. It 7s profitable jor 
doctiine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righi- 
eousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
mished unto all good works. It has been the means of 
opening the eyes of blind sinners and of enlightening their 
minds: and accompavied with the influen es of the Holy 
Spirit, it has been quick and power/ul and sharper than any 
two edged sword, and mace millions to rejoice in hope of the 
glory of Ged. You are to read it, that you may be better 
neighbors, citizens an} companions than those ever can be, 
whe are ignorant of its contents. 

When you open this volume, remember by all means that 
it is the word of that Being who created and will soon judge 
you—whose voice causes the pil'ars of the earth to trem- 
ble—whose Son died that sinners might live and to whom 
you are amenable ter aii your conduct. You must take 
care that you do not read it with the same indifference 
with which too many youths, look over a novel or an idle 
story; that you do not think and speak of its contents, 
with iudecent levity and familiarity, nor suffer your atten- 
tion to be diverted by every trifle whieh imtrudes itself; 
because this would be to offer insulis to him whose mind 
it deciares and of whose awful majesty and glory it bears 
manifest signatures. But when you take it in your hands, 
to read or peruse, do it with a composed, solemn frame 
of mind. Let the lauguage of your thoughts be, Oh how 
holy and venerable is this volume which | take in my 
hand! It was dictaied by unerring wisdom—sanctioned 
by the highest authority in the universe—and contains the 
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message of life or death! Ftis that !aw by which I must be 


38 ox 
ue raw) ~ 
} judged! Never sport with God’s holy word. ‘Those that 


jest and sport with it, expose themselves to a punishment 
which will make them serious and sad for ever. If you 
neglect your bibles, to read other books, you throw away 
a diamond to pick up a pebble: and at the final day, your 
neglected Bibles, will appear at the bar of God witnesses 
ngainst you if impenitent and pronounce you uccursed. Be 
careful then to read and love them not atiule. No Chris- 
tian on bis dying bed, was ever heard or known to lament 
and condemn himself that he had read his Bible too much ; 
but millions of dying yourhs and grey headed sinneis, nave 
lamented and condemned themselves that they had read it 
so litue, or none atali, Do you intend to be wise and hap- 
py’ Read then daily the word of God, with seriousness 
and prayer. The pious of all ages and conditions read it 


thus; and it cannot be improper for you to do likewise. 


Read it that you may know whether God is your friend. 


if he be, it is of no avail who is your enemy: but if he is 
your enemy, itis of no avai! who are your friends, for none 
can deliver you from his wrath 

Do, Set no motive before others to induce them to do 
evil, 

“ One sinner destroyeih much good.” Yes, with his subtle- 
ty, address and fluency of speach he leads youths into the 
paths of error and destruction, and occasions a flood of tears 
and much unhappiness in families and neighborhoods. Has 
he not an unfeeling and depraved heart who can seta mo- 
tive before another to seduce him to do evil?—Would 
vou wish four such a companion? Would you trust your 
character, your virtue, your souls, in ‘he hands of such an 
one? If vot, then be not such yourselves. Shall they who 
nre young, labor to seduce one another, and thus offend 
their Makr and expuse themselves to eternal misery? Is it 
not beneath their parentage, their dignitv, and the worth 
of their souls, and contrary to the divine law to do it? 
There is no good motive for doing it. If you iempt them 
todo evil, their blood will lie at your doors and you will re- 
ceive the greater torment. Seducers must have the most 
intolerable place where the fire is never to be quenched. 
How careful then should you be, lest you do something that 





























[Ses ss eS ES - 
r - =e “ = 


ne ey x 
a ee 


ee ee 


jet age ne: Be porary eet 


Se ee 


—— —_e re ee 









382 Advice to Youths 


shall tempt your companions to sin! Forget not, that 
youtlis are easily corrupted, by evil examples, or by argu- 
ments and that by them the seducers and the seduced may 
lose their sou's. Also, remember that it will give you no 
pleasure hereafter to have been seducers. Was it any 
pleasure to Dives that he had encouraged his brethren to 
do evil? Will it alleviate your woe to remember when in 
torment that you once deceived this companion, or seduced 
that acquaintance? 

6. Avoid evil companions, and frequent the company 
of pious youths and godly people. 

An ancient heathen said © evil communications corrupt 
good manners ;” and because of the truth and importance 
of the saying, the apostle was inspired to insert it as a part 
of God’s word. “ He that wa/keth with wise men shail be 
wise, but a cumpanion of fools shall be destroyed.” ‘Those 
who choose and fiequent the company of the immoral 
manifest their folly ; and are most certain to pieree them- 
selves through with many sorrows, and at last, to be the 
companions of fiends. Will not such as prefer evil com- 
panions be soon despised and neglected by their virtuous 
acquaintance? Will they dare to ‘iii up their heads in the 
presence of the virtuous? Will not their consciences tell 
them, that they are noi worthy of ihe socie!y and esteem 
of the pious? Are not those wie consent to essociate with 
the profane and immora!, preparing ‘o sei! for nothing, if 
they have not already done it, their virtue, theic good 
name, their present and endless peace and happiness,’ 

The company you keep will form your characters. fi 
you associate with the profane you will be profane; if with 
gamesters you will be gamesters ; if with sabbath breakers 
you wil be sabbath breakers; if with thieves you wil be 
thieves—you cannot but imbibe the principles of those with 
whom you associate, therefore be entreated to avoid evil 
company, and frequent that of the pious and prayerful.— 
By doing this you may hope, for reputation, wisdom, 
influence, esteem, and rationa! enjoyment, and finally a 
mansion of glory in heaven. Remember ye immortals, that 
you must die, and prepare to meet your Judge in the days 
of your vouth.—Choose thatgood part which shall never be 
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prepare to exchange all earthly things, for the entertain- 
iments and felicity of heaven. 


— So 


“fT CAN DO WITHOUT IT.” 


PART SECOND. 


This, we remarked, was one of the worst mottoes in the 
world, or one of the best. Its excellence has appeared in 
the use made of it by Ruth the economist; we shall now, 
according to promise, proceed to show it in its opposite 
character. ‘Chis sentence, with some variations, though 
not professedly adopted as a motto, was frequently em- 
ployed by Eliza by way of excuse for the negligence to 
which the indolence of her disposition continually inelined. 
her. She disliked, beyond every thing, that patient care 
which is essential to success, which ts requesite in order to 
do any thing properly, and which experience proves to be 
the best, and in the eid, the shortest way in all the con- 
cerns of life. 

This temper manifested itself in Eliza.at an early age: 
~~Suppose, for example, she was writing an exercise with a 
bad pen that spirted, or blotted, or scratched like a pin, 
rather than take the trouble of mending it, she wonld say 
to herself, [¢ will do without it, or, I can manage without 
it, and thus her writing was rarely fit to be seen. 

In the same manner, if a slide broke in her frock, or if 
the string came out of ber shoes, instead of replacing them 
immediately, she would say, “how provoking! there’s 
that tiresome slide gone!” adding, “ah, well, Z can do 
without it,” and then she would beg somebody to pi tt 
for her, a most untidy trick, certainly; or she would go 
half a day slip shod for want ‘of'a shoe-string. It was the 
same thing if a stitch came undone inany part of her dress, 
or if she had torn a small rent in her frock: instead of re- 
collecting the true sayiug, that “a stitch in time saves 
nine,” she would let it pass, upon the strength of ber fa- 
ygurite saying, till it became a long job to mend it; so 
thes her mother used often to declare that she had more 
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trouble with Eliza’s things in one month than Ruth’s 
amamma had with her’s in a whole year, and no wonder. 

Eliza met with such frequent instances of ihe ill success 
of her favourite excuse, that one would have thought she 
might have been induced to have done with it. Scarcely 
a day passed but she, or those around her, suffered more 
or less from it, not to mention such misfortunes as the fre- 
quent falls and bruises which she had from loose shoe- 
strings, and the like. One time she sustained a consider- 
able loss for want ef replacing one of the butions to her 
pocket. She found it was come off one morning, and say- 
ing, as usual, I can do without wt, she substituted a pin. 
Pins, though very useful things in their way, are Cer: 
tainly made most use of by iazy, untidy people. She 
went thus two or three days: but at last, as she wasre- 9 
turning from a long waik, upon feeling for her handker- [J 
chief, she found the pocket and all its contents had escaped. 
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Eliza felt this loss cousideably, for besides ber thimble, a PP 
silver knife, and pencil case, and her purse with seven and [7 
sixpence in it, her pocket that day unfortunately contain- [ 
ed a beautiful coral necklace which had lately been made fF 
her a present of. A very improper place for a necklace, FF 


it will be said; very true, but the case was this:—& Eliza 
being very fond of such ornaments, came down that day, f— 
prepared for her walk, with this necklace slipped over her — 
tippet. To this her mother very properly objected, a 
having a tawdry and vulgar appearance, and she desired 
her to take it off. Eliza complied reluctantly, but instead 
of replacing it safely up stairs, she indolently slipped itin-e FF 
to her pocket, and thus lost i it, as has been related. An- §& 
other time, one ofher bonnet strings co ning unstitcned, 
she fastened it on, as usual, with a piu, aud going out with 
itin this state, it suddenly came undone when she was 
walking by the river side, and the wind being high, it blew 
her boret off into the waters, and there she saw it sailing 
irrecoverably down the sven like aswan. Oue day her 
mother gave her a smail phial conta ning a strong acid for 
taking out ink-spots, and other stains, and desire’ her to 
write a ‘abel for it that it might not be mistaken for some- 
thing eise,— dear!” ‘said Eliza, wlien her mother was out 
of hearing, “it will do just as well without it,’ and so she 
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left it as it was. Soon after her mother felt unwell, and 
desired Eliza to give her a few drops of salvolatile. She 
went carelessly to find the phial, and snatching up this in 
mistake, gave her mother a dose of the poisonous fluid. 
Being aware of her daughter’s careless ways she fortunate- 
ly tasted a little before taking the whole, and so discover- 
ed the mistake. Thus it was that indolent habits, sanc- 
tioned by a foolish maxim, endangered even the life of her 
mother. Eliza felt these things, but she considered them 
as accidents and misfortunes, not as the natural conse- 
quences of her faults, so that they made no useful impres- 
sion upon her. ( To be concluded. ) 
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“ERA OF GOOD FEELINGS.” 


There is a Society in London, composed mostly of 
Christians, of which the British Duke of Sussex, one of 
the King’s sons, is President, for the Relief and Education 
of poor Jews and their children! At their late Anniver- 
sary, a little Hebrew girl not seven years old, was placed 
on the table by His Royal Highness, when she recited the 
following beautiful ode :— 


O ve, whose comprehensive claims 
{n one condens’d affection blend, 
All that endears the hallow’d names 
Of parent, guardian, guide and friend ; 
Redeem’d by your paternal love, 
From hopeless poverty and sloth, 
Once more your children come to prove, 
Their miad and body’s happy growth. 


Here in our blooming cheeks, behold 
The blossoms of industrious health; 
Here, in our hearts, do we enfold 
The future fruits of moral wealth. 
For those I plead who hither come, 
Too young to make their ewn appeal ; 
And ab! I supplicate for some, 
Almost too old yous care to feel. 





























oe 


586 Religious Intelligence. 


By all the griefs that ye assuage, 
By orphan’s eyes uprais’d to bless ; 
By the grey head of childless age, 
Bow’d to the earth in thankfulness, 
O freely, still, your aid bestow, 
Help us to live the old to die, 
And blessing others bere below, 
Yourselves be doubly bless’d on high! 





But the best part of the account is, that the collection 
on the occasion amounted to between 7 and S00 dollars! 
‘Two er three centuries ago, the Jews were considered the 
outeasts of the world, and thatit was serving God to per- 
secute them. America is the only Civis tian country in 
the world, whose anna!s do net record some persecution 
of the descendants of Abraham. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
CHEROKEE AND CHOCTAW MISSIONS. 


(Continued from page 321.) 


As the admiration and sympathy of our young readers 
have, undoubtedly, been awakened by the account of 
Catharine Brown, given in the ninth number of the Guar- 
dian, it is presumed they will. be interested with two let- 
ters which she wrote, one to Mrs. Williams at the Choe- 
taw Station, when anticipating the dreaded removal from 
school, and the other to Mr. and Mrs. Chamberlain, at 


Brainerd, after her remoyal. 





CATHARINE’S LETTER TO MRS. WILLIAMS. 
Brainerd, Nov. 1, 1818. 


MY DEARLY BELOVED SISTER, 


I have been wishing to write to you ever since you left 
us. Youcan hardly tell how my heart ached when I 
arted with you, expecting never to see you again in this 
world; but when§f remembered that you were in the hands 
of the Lord, and that he would dispose of you as he 
pleased, it gave me joy equal to my sorrow. 
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O how I rejoiced, to think that you were going to car- 
ry the glad tidings of saivation to a people who had never 
heard of the dear Saviour. Ido hope and pray, that the 
Lord will bless your labours among them, as he bas here. 
We were very lenesome when you left us, especially at 
our prayer meeting; but 1 hope our hearts were united in 
love. I was very sorry to hear that you were sick ; but it 
rejoiced me to hear that you were recovering, O, my 
dear sister, I will join with you in praising the Lerd for 
his goodness in restoring you to health. I shall never 
forget you, or your kind endeavours to bring me to a 


knowledge of the Saviour. Sometimes 1 feel the love of 


God shed abroad ia my heart; and feel as if i would be 
willing to give up every thing in this world te Christ. © 
how good is tt to enjoy the presence of God; O that I 
Tight alwaysenjoy it: but my heart is so bad, and so 
prone to leave the God I love, that I am afraid he will 
leave me. O my dear sister, do pray for me. | 

All the Cherokee brothers and sisters are well. Three 
of the scholars, viz. Lydia Lowry, Alice and Peggy Wil- 
son, we hope have obtained an interestin the Saviour. ‘ir. 
Wilson came here, and wished to take his daughters on a 
visitto Mr. Brown’s. Nearly a week after, he sent word 
that he was not going to send them back to school again. 
We felt very much grieved to hear it. 

IT expect my father here every day. I do not know 
whether { shall go tothe Arkansaw or not. I feel grieved 
when {think of leaving my Christian friends, and of go- 
ing far from ail religious people, into a wild howling wil- 
derness, where no star shines to guide my wandering feet 
to the Babe of Bethlehem; where no warning voice is 
beard to keep. me tn the straight path that leads to heaven. 
When I look to that dark region, I start back; but when 
i think of my two brothers there, and my dear parents, 
who ave soon to go, [ feel reluctant to stay behind, and 
leave them to perish alone. 

Brother and sister Hail, and sister Sarah, are on a visit 
to Knoxville. ‘They have been gone nearly three weeks, 
We look for them every day. Sister Hall has been sick, 


“and thought it would do her goed to ride out. Sister Ma- 


tilda, kiss Louisa for me; TE long to.see her, and hear her 
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talk. Dir. Kanouse left us last Thursday, and James 
Fields has gone with him to the North. 
Tell brother Williams and Kingsbury that I remember 
them most affectionately, and also all the dear brothers 
and sisters at Yellow Busha. 
From your loving sister, CATHARINE Brown. 


[Subjoined to this, on the original paper, were letters from two 
smaller girls, after which she concludes as follows :] 
My dear Sister, FP! 

I should have written more to you, but I thought you 
would be pleased to have some of the other girls write. 
IT know you would be glad to hear from grandmother 
McDonald. O how it would rejoice your heart to hear 
her talk. She told me that she felt lost when you went 
away. Sister Lydia and myself went to see her, and stay- 
ed with her all night. She wished us to sing and pray 
with her. She told sister Lydia, that she wished to join 
the church with her; she also told her, that she felt hap- 
py when she prayed. 1 AA a 

T hope we shall pray for each other while in this world, 
aud at last meet in our Heavenly Father’s kingdom, never 
more topart. Farewell, my dear sister. 


CATHARINE’S LETTER TO MR. AND MRS. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Fort Deposit, Dec. 12, 1818. 


My dearly beloved Brother and Sister Chaamberlain— 
I just sit down to address you with my pen. But is this 
all? Am I sosoon called te bid you adieu, and see your 
faces no more in this world? O my beloved friends, you 
know not the love I bear to that blessed spot, where I 
have spent so many happy hours with you: but it is past, 
never to return. 

Dear friends, I weep; my heart is full; tears flow from 
my eyes while I write: and why is it soP Do I murmur? 
God forbid. Ought I not to praise the Lord for what f 
have received, and trust Him for every thing? O yes, 
his ways are best, and he has graciously promised that “ all 
things shall work together for good to those that love him.” 
But do I love him? have | that love to him, which will 
enable me to keep all hiscommandments? Do [ love 
him with all my heart? O that the Lord would search 
me, and lead me in the way of eternal life. 














ie Wah Aea S. 


Religious Intelligenée. 389 


Since I ‘eft you, I have led a very lonesome life, and 
not heard the Gospel preached but ence; that is, when 
Father Hoyt was here, and Milo. They came here on 
Tuesday evening. I was sitting in my room, and hearda 
knocking at the door. I bid them come in; and who but 
brother Milo appeared. I[ inquiredif any body was with 
him. He said his father was at the door. hat r-jorced 
me very much. and I enjoyed very much while they were 
here. Blessed be God for sending them here to instruct us. 

{ am here amongst a wicked set of people, and never 
hear prayers, nor any godly conver-ation. O my dear 
friends, pray for me: [hope youdo. ‘There is not a day 
passes but I think of you, and the kindness I received du- 
ring the time] staid sith you. It is not my wish to go to 
the Arkansaw; but God only knows what is best for me. 
{ shall not attempt to tell you what I have felt since I 
left you, and the tears | have shed when I called to mind 
the happy moments we passed in singing the praises of 
God. However, I bear it as well as I possibly can, trust- 
ing in our dear Saviour, who will never leave nor forsake 
them, that put their trust in Him. 

It may be possible, that I may see you once more; it 
would be a great happiness to me if I don’t go to the Arkan- 
saw; perhaps I may; but if Ll should go, it is not likely we 
shall meet in this world again—but you will excuse me, 
for my heart feels what I cannot express with my pen. 
When I think and see the poor thoughtless Cherokees 
going on in sin, I cannot help blessing God, that he has 
led me in the right path to serve him. 

Father will start to the Arkansaw about some time af- 
ier Christmas; but, I am not certain that I shail go. 

I thank you for your kind letiers. Do write to me ev- 
ery opportunity. 7 

I shall conclude with my leve to all my brothers and sis- 
ters at Brainerd. Sister Flora, do kiss all the children for 


7 me. [shall expect letters from all the little girls. O 






may we meet at last in the kingdom of our blessed Saviour, 
never more to part. Farewell, my dear brother and sis- 
ter, farewell. . 
From your affectionate sister in Christ, 
} CaTHanine Brows. 
2H 2 
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To those who have not otherwise learned the fact, it 
will be highly gratifying to know that Catharine’s father ~ 
brought her back tothe school in February, 1819,andcom- ~ 
mitted her to the care of the Missionaries until her educa- 
tion should be completed, intending to remove with his 
_ family immediately to the Arkansaw. The circumstances 
were peculiar, and are thus related by the Missionaries x 

“¢ She can assign no external cause for thischange inher 
father’s mind and conduct concerning her; bu: ascribes it 
to the special providence of God, and in answer to fervent 
believing prayer. ‘The time for their departure drew near, 
and she felt, that it would not be for the best that she should 
go: and that God could change the minds of her parents, 
and make them willing to leave her. That their minds 
night be thus changed was the subject of her prayer. 
She had a-confidence, particularly one evening, that the 
Lord would grant her request, and she rose from ber knees 
with a degree of assurance, that she should be sent back to 
Brainerd. Returning to the house, and entering the room |~ 
where her father and mother were sitting by themselves, |~ 
he addressed her to the following effect: “We know you [| 
feel very bad about leaving the Missionaries, and going ; 
with us tothe Arkansaw. We have been talking about it; 
we pity you, and have concluded that you may go back.’’ 

In May 1818, a Mission to the Choctaws was fitted out 
from Brainerd, and the departure of the Missionaries took 
place while Mr. Evarts and Mr. Cornelius were there. 
Mr. Kingsbury and Mr. and Mrs. Williams were the per- 
gons who were to leave the endeared spot and enter upon 
new and difficult labours, four hundred miles distant in the 
wilderness. The scene at the time of their departure was 

uliarly interesting and solemn. The day before, (be- 
mg the Sabbath) the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was 
administered, and twenty four persons sat down together 
in the wilderness at the feast of Christian love... Mr. Cor- 
nelius preached from the animated chorus ef the 107th 
Psalm. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good- 
ness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men.” 
One person was admitted to the Church, which made the _ 
number nine that had been admitted since the establish- ~ 
ment of the Mission. (Mr. Hoyt’s youngest daughter was 
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one of them.) A sense of such gracious tokens of divine 
favour—an expectation of parting with many dear friends, 
probably never to meet again in this world, and the va- 
rious reflections which the peculiar circumstances would 
suggest, rendered the occasion deeply affecting. On Mon- 
day the Mission family was assembled, including all the 
children, upon the parting occasion. Mr. Hoyt prayed, 
and aH united in singing,. 


‘“ Blest be the tie that binds,” &c: 


Many tears were shed, and the elder children were deeply 
affected. The greater part of the Mission family, (except 
the children,) and numbers of the natives accompanied 
them, the distance of seven miles, to the Tennessee river, 
where Mr. and Mrs. Williams were to take a flat bottom 
boat and proceed by water to the lower end of the Muscle 
Shoals, whither Mr Kingsbury was to follow them on horse- 
back, after visiting the Cherokee agency with Messrs. 
Evarts and Cornelius. An agreeable interview was en- 
joyed on the bank of the river; a parting hymn was sung, 
and a prayer ofiered by Mr. Cornelius. “The fact,” says 
Mr. Everts, “that this Mission was prepared and sent forth 
in the wilderness gave the whole transaction an indes- 
cribable interest.” The religious solemnities being over, 
the boatmen pushed into the current, and the boat moved 
slowly out of sight. The friends of the Mission family 
returned to Brainerd, and Messrs. Kingsbury, Evarts, and 
Cornelius went on their way. In these interesting cir- 
cumstances was the way of the Lord prepared for the es- 
tablishment of a Mission at Yellow Busha in the Choctaw 
nation. After a journey of many privations and hard- 
ships which were cheerfully endured for Christ’s cause, 
this little company arrived to their destination on the 27th 
of June. They were treated with great kindness and hos- 
pitality by the natives; and on the 28th, being the Sab- 
bath, the name of a crucified Saviour was first publicly 


proclaimed in that nation. 
(To be concluded in our nex?. ) 








$92 Revivals of Religion. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


A great reformation took place last summer in Corydon, 
Indiana. From a pitiful exhibition of intemperance and 
profanity in the streets, the scene was in a few weeks 
changed to general morality, religious conversation, and 
prayer and praise. The work extended to every age and 
sex, and to some of the most hopeless profligates in 
town. 

Within a few months past the Church in New-London, 
(N. H.) has received the addition of more than eighty 
persons. 

A subscriber for the Guardian has favoured us witha 
particular account of a most glorious revival in Westfield, 
(N. J.) but our limits will not admit of its insertion. The 
work began in the fall of [818, and continued until June 
1819. Many were added to the church, and 37 on one 
day. 

From a narrative of the state of religion, presented at 
the General Association June 25th, 1819, we lear] that 
the general state of religion in our country presents an 
encouraging prospect. Buta minute extract cannot be 
given. In Berkshire county, among other places, Cum- 
inington, Peru, and Worthington, have been visited, and 
many youth of both sexes have shared in the gracious 
showers. In one house, in Cummington, five children 
have become hopefully pious. 

In Hampshire County, the cause of religion is peculiarly 
flourishing, extensive revivals having been experienced. 
Many of them have been noticed in former numbers of 
the Guardian. Much animating information was com- 
municated from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church. Almost every section of the Church has ex- 
perienced refreshing showers of grace. The Monthly 
Concert of Prayer is almost universally attended, and in 
almost all the Presbytezies Sabbath Schovls have been 
formed with high promise of extensive usefulness. From 
New-Hampshire, it was reported that revivais had taken 
place in many towns. In Chichester, 107 had united 
with the Churcli; in Epsom, 20; in Nelson, 27 ; in North- 
Hampton, 19; in Groton, 16; and in Mount Vernon, 71. 
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Tin Holles, it was hoped that more than 100 had become 


pious. In Winchester, Fitzwilliam, and Sullivan, there 
had also beemspecial attention to religion. In Vermont, 


Fihough revivals of religion have been less frequent the 


past year, than in some former years, yet the prospect is 


‘cood. Different denominations are becoming more 


friendly 5 ; religious meetings are well aitended, and prayer 


“Jmeetings and charitable institutions are increasing. Sab- 
“Sbath Schools are rapidly multiplying, and family religion 
‘Jmore attended to. A Juvenile Missionary Society has 
) lately been established, which as far as exertions have been 
made, obtains a patronage unparalleled by any benevolent 


institution yet formed in that State. 








SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


The Sabbath School in Wilmington, Delaware, was open- 
_ ed in the autumn of 1814; commenced with 30 children ; 
_ has been increasing ever since, and at present consists of 
about 200 scholars, male and female. The number of 
teachers is 16. The children have sent 30 dollars to India, 
for the education of a heathen child; and expect shortly to 


| transmita similar sum for the same purpose. The persons 
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| engaged in conducting this school, appear greatly delight- 


ed with their employment; discover much anxiety for the 
spiritual welfare of the learners; and observe that 
they can with truth assert, that a growing serious- 
ness is visible among the scholars. The minds of 
several are very tender, and when closely conversed with 
on experimental religion, the starting tear and sobbing re- 
ply give an encouraging hope, that their labour is not in 
vain. One of the teachers in his school asked F Y——, 

alittle boy in the class, if he loved God ? He made no reply. 
The question was repeated—* Do you love God?” Still he 
remained silent. He was then asked,“ Do you love your 
father and mother?” Raising his bright blue eyes, with an 
anjmated smile, he quickly replied, “OI love them dear- 
ly !? “© Well, my child, can you not answer my first ques- 
tion as readily as this: tell me F , do you love God r” 
Again he cast down his eyes, and looking very serious, he 
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answered, “Alas! I do not.” The teacher surprise 
at this reply, inquired why he did not love God? And th 
child gave the following answer, in the exact words of hi 
catechism: “ Because | find in myself an evil and sinful na 
ture, which does not lead me to love God, but inclines 
to forget and displease him ” The teacher then propose 
various other questions, to which he answered ina very re 
markable manner. Amongst others he said, “F > de 
you know whatis necessary to prepare you for death?) 

“Yes: to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.” “ Well, dit 
you believe in him as your Saviour?” “I do not know for 
1 ama sinner—and sometimes, I fear, I do not believes 
but Ido pray to him to make me good.” “ Can you tellf 
me, my child, what our dear Saviour said to title children 
when he was on tle earth?” “O yes, [often read it; he} 
said, suffer little children to come unto me aad forbid them 
uot, ‘for of sucii is the kingdoin of [feaven.” a, 


? 





The examination of the Sabbath School in Charleston,}) 
S. C. for the quarter ending 1st of July, took place inff, 
the Circular Church, the Sabbath before the last, (25thy), 
ult,) when permiums were awarded agreeably to thep 
regulations of the institution. It must be interesting tof 
the feelings of the friends of Sabbath schools, here andf), 
elsewhere, to be informed, that, in eleven Sabbaths, the 
children have committed to memory aud recited to their 
teachers, 732 bymns, 16,793 answers to catechisms, and 
16,881 verses of Scripture—Tetal 34,411. 

Since the establishment of this school; in January, 18i7, 
there has at no time existed a more lau:iable emulation 
that at present among its pupils. Within this period, 
more than 700 have joined it; 215 of this number now at- 
tend upon its institutions: the greater part of the residue 
have gone to other schools since instituted; and some have 
become weary, and through the carelessness of parents, are 
suffered to spend their valuable moments in idleness. ‘To 
counteract this apathy, the teachers have spared nv pains 
in seeking out and bringing back absentees. ‘Their visits 
to paren's of children belonging to the school are frequent; 
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nd more particularly, when achild absents himself. And 
those visits they have, with but a single exception, met 
ith the kindest reception. 

In the month of March last, the teachers, at the sugges- 
on of some friends, determined to establish a library for 
ie benefit of those children, who, by their regularity and 
odustry, sbould gain their approbation. A subscription 
vas accordingly circulated, and 1t is gratifying to observe, 
hat donations for this object, were, in a short time receiv- 
pd, to the amount in books, of seventy volumes, and se- 
enty three dollars in money, which, with other books con- 
ributed by the teachers, enabled them to exhibit a very 
pwespectable Juventie Library. They are also, in addition 
%o other liberalities from the same person, indebted to a 
a j lady, for a very handsome bookcase. 

In May last, the youth belonging to this school formed 
y last, you ging 
a society for the education of “ Heathen Children in India.” 
Most of them have become members of it, and contribute 
cheerfully twelve and a half cents per month, agreeabiy 
‘0 the terms of their constitution. This society engages to 
| support aschool consisting of fifty children, at an expense 
Sof $150. They have already contributed $61 23 to- 
he wards the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom in 
i india. 
| And now, Christian Friends, what think you of Sabbath 
schools? Are youof opinion, that there is no good result- 
ing fJrem them; that they are only calculated to amuse the 
> young, and that those who have been enaged in imparting 
F religious instruction to these children for nearly three 
> years past, will grow weary and abandon their object ? Or 
_— will vou rather believe, that the instructions they receive 
>f ftom Sabbath to Sabbath, from the worp or Lire, will 
| become a future and a lasting benefit to their immortal 
’ he souls P 
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A true friend is not born every day; it is best to be 
courteous to ali, intimate with few; for though perhaps 
we may have less cause for joy, 1am sure we shall have 


less occasion for sorrow. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. © 
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Srr,—Should the following lines be thought calculated to lead) 
youth and children “ to take unto them the whole armour of God,| 
that they “ rp be able to withstand in the evil day,” you are at li- 
berty to insert them in your useful publication. 


* mse » coupe 
ea ot ee 


Those that Christ for Heav’n selecteth, 

i Stand with loins begirt with truth ; 

Righteousness their breast protecteth, 
Hate they evercome with ruth.* 


= 


i 4 Shod with gospel preparation, 

ig Faith their adamantine shield; ‘ 

2 Helm’d with blood-bonght free salvation, 3 
Their’s the Spirit’s sword to wield. 

Always in the Spirit praying, 


Supplicating for the Saints ; 
Constant fortitude displaying, 








mi Strong in Him who never faints. _ : 
y Such the arms, from which reboundeth 
All the fiery darts of hell ; ‘ 
Arms, that Mammon sorely woundeth ; : 
Arms, that gold cannot repel. i 
Armed thus, through heathen nations . 
i The Apostles nobiy fought; 
| Casting down imaginations, 
f Captivating every thought ; : 
Urging sinners to submission 
Unto Jesus Christ the Lord ; 
aq Holding peace on this condition, : 
i Trust in Him you once abhor’d. ! 
| * Pity, tenderness, mercy. t Which is the word of God. 
| —es 
NOTICE. 
Those of our Subscribers who wish to discontinue taking the 
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LY lay. And Agents are requested to forward such notice by the 10th of 
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o. scribers to continue ; but wé cannot consent to stop the work after 
at sending a part of the next volume. 





